
  

 
AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership - Funded Studentship Available  
 
The Department of History is pleased to announce a funded doctoral 
studentship under the AHRC’s Collaborative Doctoral Partnership Scheme. The 
successful candidate will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with 
academics from the Department of History at Royal Holloway University of London 
and partners in The British Museum. The student will benefit from the lively 
research culture at Royal Holloway and the cultural riches and expertise of The 
British Museum.  
 
The Research Project:  
 
Picturing the Antipodes: race, image and empire in 19th-century Britain will be 
supervised by Dr Zoë Laidlaw, Reader in Imperial and Colonial History at Royal 
Holloway, University of London, in collaboration with Dr Gaye Sculthorpe, Curator, 
and Section Head, Oceania, at The British Museum. This project is inspired by the 
British Museum’s significant early pictorial collections of Australian Indigenous 
people. The research will focus on images produced c.1800-1860 – after the 
earliest British exploration and settlement of Australia, but before the granting of 
settler self-government – when ideas of race, civilization, humanity and 
colonization were in flux in Australia and across Britain’s Empire. The project will 
move beyond traditional art history approaches to colonial Australia’s visual 
heritage, to consider questions of production, circulation, collection, reproduction 
and display within colonial, imperial and Indigenous histories. As such it will 
encourage a consideration of how racialised and hierarchical ideas about 
Australia’s Aboriginal peoples shaped British notions of empire, governance and 
civilization that continue to resonate for Indigenous people today. While the 
research will be based primarily on the study of museum images and objects in the 
British Museum, other collections such as the Natural History Museum and British 
Library, hold relevant material that may be investigated. Consequently, the project 
should both complicate our understanding of London’s role as an imperial capital, 
and also create links between scattered collections of objects, images and 
documents in the U.K. 
 
 
Closing date for applications: Tuesday 5 April 2016 
 
For more detail on the project and how to apply, see:  
https://www.royalholloway.ac.uk/history/documents/pdf/picturing-the-antipodes-
rhul-bm-phd-studentship-further-details.pdf    
 
For more detail on Collaborative Doctoral Awards at the British Museum, see: 
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/research_projects/collaborative_doctoral_a
wards.aspx 
 
Informal enquiries may be made to Dr Gaye Sculthorpe 
gsculthorpe@britishmuseum.org or to Dr Zoë Laidlaw zoe.laidlaw@rhul.ac.uk 


